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KS3 More about his work

Reading Text 2 – An extract from Dylan Thomas – A New Life by Andrew Lycett, pages 19-20.

This is an extract from Andrew Lycett’s biography of Dylan Thomas, where he describes Dylan’s home, at 5 Cwmdonkin Drive, Uplands, Swansea, where he was born on 27 October 1914.

Notes:

Florrie is Dylan Thomas’s mother – her family originally came from Carmarthen.

D.J is Dylan Thomas’s father, who was a schoolmaster in Swansea Grammar School.

Nancy is Dylan Thomas’s sister.

Addie is the live-in help (a maid and a nanny).
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Tasks
1. Read through the text, underlining all references to rooms. (A parlour is a sitting room.)

2. In pairs, using the information in the text, draw a rough plans of 5 Cwmdonkin Drive (downstairs + outside on one plan and upstairs on another one). Use this plan as a rough guide: 

http://technologygreenenergy.blogspot.co.uk/2013/01/small-house-plans.html)
Make the plan large enough so you can add information from the text in the various rooms.



3. Compare your plan with your neighbours’ plan. Are they similar, e.g. do you have the front door in the same place? Can you improve or refine your plan?

4. Read the text again and add notes to the rooms on your plan, e.g. ‘kept spotless for relations’, ‘Florrie’s domain’, ‘Dylan Thomas born here’, etc.
5. Look again at the following section of the text. What does it tell you about Florrie, Dylan Thomas’s mother?
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6. What can you infer about D.J., Dylan Thomas’s father, from reading the second paragraph?


7. What does the word replicated mean in the first sentence of the third paragraph?


8. Using the text to guide you, write a paragraph about your own home.



Links to the Literacy Framework:

Reading

Responding to what has been read

Comprehension (Years 7 – 9)

· read with concentration texts… that are new to them, and understand the information in them

· select the main points from texts and identify how information and evidence are used to support them

Oracy

Developing and presenting information and ideas

Listening

Year 7

· respond thoughtfully to others’ ideas, asking pertinent questions

Year 8

· respond positively and thoughtfully to new ideas and alternative points of view

Year 9

· consider the relevance and significance of information and ideas presented to them
Collaboration and discussion

Year 7

· make a range of contributions to discussions

Year 8

· discuss opposing viewpoints and negotiate ways forward

Year 9

· recognise a range of options for action and reach agreement to achieve the aims of the group


Writing

Organising ideas and information

Structure and organization

Year 7

· select and organise ideas and information to give a clear and full account

· use paragraphs to organise longer pieces of writing into sections

Year 8

· select and analyse and present ideas and information convincingly or objectively

· organise longer pieces of writing making links within and between paragraphs

Year 9

· select, interpret and evaluate ideas and information convincingly or objectively

· use paragraphs and sections to give coherence to longer pieces of writing

Writing accurately

Language/Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling/Handwriting

Year 7

· use varied and appropriate vocabulary accurately, including subject-specific words and phrases

· use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning

· use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly

· produce fluent and legible handwriting









Year 8

· write with grammatical accuracy, varying the length and structure of sentences to make meaning clear

· use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning

· use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly

· produce fluent and legible handwriting

Year 9

· write simple, compound and complex sentences with grammatical accuracy in their writing

· use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning

· use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly

· produce fluent and legible handwriting
… Back at Cwmdonkin Drive, Dylan entered the physical world in the bedroom at the front of the house. As customary in middle-class families, the Thomases maintained certain rooms for ‘best’. One was this bedroom, and the other the living room directly underneath which Florrie ensured was kept spotless for relations making the journey from Carmarthen. The main door was set slightly to the side of the front of the house. The focus of domestic activity was towards the back where parlour and kitchen looked out on a small garden, bordered by utility buildings such as the coal-hole and washroom. This was Florrie’s domain, where she would cook and entertain. In later years, Dylan’s friends enjoyed visiting his house: his mother would serve them cakes and sandwiches, with slices of bread cut so thin, she proudly and revealingly liked to say, that you could see London through them…�


	In between this social centre and the pristine front room D.J. bagged a study, known as his ‘den’, which he lined with books from floor to ceiling. Its seedy atmosphere, which mixed classroom chalk with smoke and beer from the saloon bar, was redolent of the disappointments of schoolmastering. A half-finished copy of The Times crossword usually lay on a chair…. In those days a door led from the study to the garden. If someone unwelcome came to the house, D.J. could escape through here and a gate at the bottom of the garden.


	


Upstairs much the same plan was replicated. Initially, at least, the bedroom at the front was kept for special occasions (and a birth certainly counted)… Dylan’s parents slept at the back overlooking the garden, while Nancy, washing facilities, boiler and live-in help were all squashed in rooms in between. When Addie left after eighteen months, Dylan took over her box-like room next to the boiler: ‘very tiny,’ he later noted; ‘I really have to go out to turn around . . . Hard chair. Smelly. Painful. Hot water pipes very near. Gurgle all the time. Nearly go mad.’





In later years, Dylan’s friends enjoyed visiting his house: his mother would serve them cakes and sandwiches, with slices of bread cut so thin, she proudly and revealingly liked to say, that you could see London through them…
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